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Abstract
This study aims to explore the relationship between the concept of morality in Islamic
education and the implementation of value-based education within it. By understanding
how these values are applied in the educational curriculum, it is expected to encourage the
younger generation to develop good character and noble morals. Misunderstandings and
poor implementation of moral education can lead to moral decline among youth, as
reflected in various social issues, such as student brawls and other negative behaviors.
Therefore, in Islamic education, an approach that integrates character education with
religious teachings is considered essential. Inclusive teaching methods certainly require the
development of strategies that can enhance students’ moral and social awareness.
Moreover, contributions from various parties, such as parents and the community, play a
significant role in supporting this educational process. By integrating character education
values into every subject, it is hoped that a learning atmosphere can be created that
supports the holistic development of noble character. This study concludes with
recommendations to enhance the practice of value-based education, including increasing
parental and community involvement in supporting a positive educational environment for
students.
Keywords: Moral Concept, Islamic Education, Character Formation
Abstrak
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengeksplorasi hubungan antara konsep moralitas dalam
pendidikan Islam dan implementasi pendidikan nilai di dalamnya. Dengan memahami
bagaimana nilai-nilai tersebut diterapkan dalam kurikulum pendidikan, diharapkan dapat
mendorong generasi muda untuk memiliki karakter yang baik dan akhlak yang mulia.
Kesalahan dalam memahami dan mengimplementasikan pendidikan moral dapat
menyebabkan rendahnya akhlak di kalangan remaja, yang tercermin dari berbagai
permasalahan sosial, seperti tawuran antar pelajar dan perilaku negatif lainnya. Jadi
Dalam pendidikan Islam, pendekatan yang mengintegrasikan pendidikan karakter dengan
ajaran agama dianggap esensial. Metode pengajaran yang inklusif tentunya membutuhkan
pengembangan strategi yang dapat meningkatkan kesadaran moral dan sosial siswa.
Selain itu, kontribusi dari berbagai pihak, seperti orang tua dan komunitas, memiliki
peranan penting dalam mendukung proses pendidikan ini. Dengan menerapkan nilai-nilai
pendidikan karakter dalam setiap mata pelajaran, diharapkan tercipta atmosfer belajar
yang mendukung perkembangan akhlak mulia secara menyeluruh. Penelitian ini diakhiri
dengan rekomendasi untuk meningkatkan praktik pendidikan nilai, termasuk peningkatan
keterlibatan orang tua dan komunitas dalam mendukung lingkungan pendidikan yang
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positif bagi siswa.
Kata kunci: Konsep Moralitas, pendidikan Islam, pembentukan karakter

INTRODUCTION

Islamic education plays a vital role in shaping the character and personality of students
based on religious teachings. In this context, morality and values education are two
inseparable core components. Morality in Islam is not only focused on interpersonal
relationships but also encompasses the relationship between humans and their Creator.
Values education in Islam aims to instill the principles of goodness, justice, honesty,
responsibility, and compassion derived from the Qur’an and Hadith. In today’s era of
globalization, challenges to moral values have become increasingly complex. The rapid
flow of information and the influence of foreign cultures that are incompatible with Islamic
teachings represent one of the primary challenges in the world of education. Therefore, it is
essential to re-examine the concept of morality and how values education is implemented
in Islamic education. This serves as a solid foundation for shaping a generation that is not
only intellectually intelligent but also of noble character.

Morality refers to the content (values of right and wrong), while values education is the
process or method of instilling that morality into an individual, particularly students
(Darwis et al., 2024). Morality in Islam is a fundamental aspect that governs the behavior
of Muslims based on the teachings of the Qur’an and Hadith. Islamic morality is natural
and in harmony with human nature, fostering both inner and outer happiness as well as
success in this world and the hereafter. One of the most fundamental moral concepts is
tagwa, which is the awareness and reverence toward Allah SWT that motivates a person to
do good and avoid sin. Taqgwa encompasses aspects of faith, ritual worship, and social
relations that reflect justice, compassion, truth, and patience (Rubini, 2019).

Islamic moral values not only govern the relationship between humans and God but also
strengthen relationships among fellow human beings. Islam teaches that every action must
be grounded in the values of goodness and justice, and reflect faith and obedience to
Allah’s teachings. An example is the teaching to love others as one loves oneself, which
emphasizes empathy and brotherhood. Islamic morality is also known as akhlak—a moral
character deeply ingrained in the soul and integral to one’s personality. This akhlak reflects
a balance between spiritual and social values, and guides people to cultivate noble traits in
accordance with the nature and potential bestowed by Allah (Masduri, 2014).

Values education in Islam aims to instill and shape these moral values within individuals
from an early age. Through values education, students are guided to understand and
internalize moral values such as justice, compassion, honesty, and responsibility as integral
parts of faith and noble character. This values education serves as a vital means of building
a strong and principled character, enabling individuals to face the challenges of the modern
era without losing their Islamic identity (Darwis et al., 2024).

Values education in Islam is not merely theoretical but also practical, exemplified by the
Prophet Muhammad’s (peace be upon him) exemplary conduct and the application of the
teachings of the Qur’an and Hadith in daily life. Thus, values education is a process of
personal development that cultivates not only intellectual intelligence but also noble
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character and ethical behavior in accordance with religious guidance (Nurman, 2016).

This answer summarizes the core concepts of morality and values education in Islam based
on existing sources, emphasizing that Islamic morality is rooted in piety and character
aligned with human nature, and that values education is a process of character formation
grounded in religious teachings (Islam, 2025).

A proper understanding of morality and values education is crucial in the educational
process and daily life. Therefore, this paper will provide an in-depth discussion of the
definition, scope of morality and values education, as well as the relationship between
morality and values education in Islamic education. Morality in the context of Islamic
education refers to the teachings and ethical values that form the foundation for the
development of human personality and behavior in accordance with Islamic guidance. In
Islamic education, morality concerns not only human relationships with one another but
also encompasses the relationship with Allah (hablum minallah), relationships among
humans (hablum minannas), and the relationship with nature (hablum minal ‘alam).

METHOD

This research employs a qualitative approach in the form of a literature review (library
research). It is a descriptive-analytical study aimed at exploring in depth the concept of
morality from the perspective of Islamic education, as well as the implementation of values
education in the character development of students. Qualitative research was chosen
because it allows the researcher to understand meanings, concepts, and values contextually
and in depth from various authoritative literary sources. The qualitative approach is used to
understand phenomena holistically and contextually, particularly in the field of philosophy
and values in Islamic education. The research type is a literature review, which involves
collecting data and information from various relevant scientific literature, including both
primary and secondary sources. The data sources in this study are categorized into two
groups: Primary sources, namely: the Qur’an, particularly verses related to ethics, morality,
and education; and the Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) discussing
moral values and character development. Secondary sources include: Books by classical
and contemporary scholars, such as Al-Ghazali, Ibn Miskawayh, and Syed Muhammad
Naquib Al-Attas. National and international scientific journal articles relevant to the
themes of morality, Islamic education, and character education. Curriculum documents and
educational policies related to character education in Islamic schools. Data was collected
through systematic literature reviews in physical and digital libraries, scientific databases
such as Google Scholar, ResearchGate, and DOAJ, as well as nationally accredited
journals (SINTA) and reputable international journals (Scopus-indexed).

Data collection steps include: Identification of relevant topics and keywords (e.g., “moral
education in Islam,” “akhlak karimah,” “character education,” “Islamic values in the
curriculum”). Selection of literature based on relevance, accuracy, and recency (within the
last 5-10 years for contemporary sources). Classification and documentation of sources
based on themes and research focus. Data analysis techniques employ a content analysis
approach. Analysis is conducted by identifying, categorizing, and interpreting the
information contained in the data sources based on the main research themes, namely: The
concept of morality in Islamic education, Islamic educational values relevant to character
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formation, strategies and implementation of values education in the context of Islamic
education, and the roles of teachers, the curriculum, families, and society in moral
education. After interpreting the data, the researcher developed a conceptual synthesis
demonstrating the relationship between theory, Islamic teachings, and the practice of
values education. The validity of the results was strengthened through source triangulation,
which involves comparing and confirming findings from various different sources of
literature.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Morality derives from the Latin word “mos” (plural: mores), meaning custom, habit, or
way of life. In Arabic, morality is often translated as “akhlak,” which comes from the word
“khulug” (:gi’s), meaning character, disposition, or moral conduct. According to Al-
Ghazali, akhlak is a trait ingrained in the soul from which actions arise effortlessly without
much thought. 1bn Miskawayh describes morality as a state of the soul that drives humans
to perform good deeds out of awareness, not coercion. Hasan Langgulung argues that
Islamic education aims to shape individuals of noble character in all aspects of their lives.
Morality in Islamic education is a value system that determines the goodness or badness of
actions based on Islamic teachings, derived from the Qur’an and Hadith (Yuliana et al.,
2024). Moral education is education that teaches about good daily attitudes and behaviors.
In Islam, morality or akhlak is strongly emphasized, with the Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him) serving as the perfect model of moral conduct (Rubini, 2019). Islamic
morality encompasses principles governing human behavior, including values such as
justice, kindness, compassion, honesty, and integrity. The concept of morality in Islam is a
crucial aspect that establishes ethical behavioral standards for Muslims. Islamic education
plays a vital role in fostering societal morality (Darwis et al., 2024). The scope of morality
in Islamic education includes (Yuliana et al., 2024):

1.  Relationship with Allah (Hablum minallah): Islamic education teaches the
observance of religious commands and the avoidance of His prohibitions. Tagwa—
the awareness and fear of Allah SWT motivates good behavior and the avoidance of
sinful acts.

2. Relationship with fellow human beings (Hablum minannas): Islamic morality also
emphasizes the importance of values such as justice, compassion, truth, and patience.
Islamic education teaches students to maintain harmonious relationships among
fellow human beings.

3. Ethics in Interaction: Islamic Religious Education (IRE) plays a role in shaping
students’ ethics, with clear guidelines on how a Muslim should interact with others in
a social context.

4.  Character Development: The formation of students’ morals and character
encompasses the development of moral values, the moral relationship with religion,
stages of moral development, the process of moral formation, and the manifestation
of students’ moral conduct.

5. Universal values: Morality in Islamic education also encompasses universal values
such as honesty, trustworthiness, patience, compassion, and respect for others.
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Morality in Islam is not based solely on social norms, but on revelation and the example of
the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him. Some theoretical sources that refer to
morality in Islam include:

1.  QS. Al-Hujurat: 11-13. (prohibition against insulting and slandering others) Allah,
Exalted and Glorified be He, says:

A B
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O you who believe, let not one group mock another; perhaps those being mocked are better

than those doing the mocking. Nor should women mock other women; perhaps the women

being mocked are better than those doing the mocking. Do not defame one another or call

one another by offensive nicknames. The worst of names is “disbeliever” after having
believed. Whoever does not repent those are the wrongdoers. Al-Hujurat [49]:1.

Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says:
0K & a&0al Candl Ty Kmsd G0 W5 150085 Y5 £80 Glal) (o 5 0 G 156 ) 5 15k il il
Lo 5 G ) 815750 K G aal adl
O you who believe, avoid much suspicion! Indeed, some suspicion is a sin. Do not look for
faults in others, and let none of you backbite one another. Would any of you like to eat the

flesh of your dead brother? Surely you would feel disgusted. Fear Allah! Indeed, Allah is
the Acceptor of Repentance and the Most Merciful. Al-Hujurat [49]:12

Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says:

PR A PR SS CRF ST RIS PS SRS N e e
O mankind, indeed We have created you from a male and a female. Then We made you
into nations and tribes so that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you in

the sight of Allah is the most righteous. Indeed, Allah is All-Knowing and All-Aware. Al-
Hujurat [49]:13

2. QS. Lugman: 12-19 (moral advice from Lugman to his son) Allah, Exalted and
Glorified be He, says:

s £ a1 15 SIS s k] K0 U6 SR8 a3 SR o Aa&al G il

Indeed, We have truly bestowed wisdom upon Lugman, saying, “Be grateful to Allah!
Whoever is grateful is, in truth, grateful for his own good. Whoever is ungrateful—indeed,
Allah is Self-Sufficient and Praiseworthy.” Lugman [31]:12.

Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says:
sbae alld &80 G 8,25 Y 5 A a5 a0y G 0635
(Remember) when Lugman said to his son, as he advised him, “O my son, do not associate

partners with Allah! Indeed, associating partners with Him is a great injustice.” Lugman
[31]:13.

Allah, the Exalted and Glorious, says:
Sl 20 S 35 1) 5K o il 3 Al b e G Aa Adlea S5 (LY Giass
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We have enjoined upon mankind to be kind to their parents. His mother carried him in a
state of increasing weakness and weaned him over two years.598) (Our command is,) “Be
grateful to Me and to your parents.” It is to Me alone that you will return. Lugman [31]:14.

Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says:

AT ¢t e 5183 5 A 8 Laginlim 3 Ll S e 4y ol 5 s o 01,8 81 LB i o5
If they both force you to associate partners with Me in something about which you have no
knowledge, do not obey them, (but) treat them well in this world and follow the path of

those who turn back to Me. Then, to Me alone you will return, and I will inform you of
what you used to do. Lugman [31]:15.

Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says:
il ) S gy 2l S 8 51 sl (G 5T A (8 K A (s e O 35 0 T
(Lugman said,) “O my son, indeed if there is (an act) as small as a mustard seed and hidden

within a rock, in the heavens, or on earth, surely Allah will bring it forth (to be
recompensed). Indeed, Allah is Most Gentle599) and Most Meticulous. Lugman [31]:16.

Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says:
0315 Ge dlh ) Sl G ettty I e Ay gl 5al5 8 sl o 2

O my son, establish prayer, enjoin what is right, forbid what is wrong, and be patient in the
face of whatever befalls you. Indeed, these are among the matters that must be prioritized.
Lugman [31]:17.

Allah, Exalted and Glorified be He, says:
5548 QA 38 Ll Yl a5 (31 (8 (5 V5 e S8R S50 ¥
Do not turn your face away from people (out of arrogance), and do not walk arrogantly on

the earth. Indeed, Allah does not love anyone who is arrogant and boastful. Lugman
[31]:18.

Allah, exalted and glorified be He, says:

el &gl e 52a1 58 ) Biim (e (ol |5 St b Al
“Walk with dignity (600) and lower your voice. Indeed, the worst of sounds is the braying
of a donkey.” Lugman [31:19].
The Concept of Values Education in Islam

Values education in Islam is a systematic process aimed at instilling Islamic values in
students so that they may become insan kamil (perfect human beings) who are faithful and
virtuous in accordance with Islamic teachings. In Arabic, the concept of “value” is known
by two terms: fadilah, which relates to moral values, and gimah, which is more associated
with economic or material values (Lola Afriani & Zainal Efendi Hasibuan, 2024). In
essence, values education in Islam does not merely teach values theoretically but
emphasizes the internalization of these values so they become a benchmark for tangible
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behavior in daily life. These values serve as a guide for individuals to strive to live in
accordance with the norms and teachings of Islam they believe in. The Scope and
Orientations of Islamic Values Education, among others (Hafid, 2022):

1.  Divine Orientation (Relationship with Allah). Instilling a sense of piety, obedience,
and submission to Allah as the Creator. This is reflected in ritual piety and the
attitude of a devout servant of Allah.

2. Humanitarian Orientation (Relationship with Fellow Human Beings and the
Environment), encompassing the proper ways of interacting with fellow human
beings, the environment, and other creatures, as part of humanity’s role as
vicegerents on Earth. Values such as justice, compassion, honesty, and social
responsibility are integral components.

Characteristics and Functions of Values Education in Islam:

1. Values do not emerge spontaneously but through a continuous and systematic
educational process.

2. Values education fosters students’ awareness that these values are useful and relevant
to the realities of their lives.

3. Values education in Islam integrates spiritual and social aspects, thereby shaping
students into individuals who are faithful, possess noble character, and are socially
responsible.

4.  Islamic educational materials must incorporate Islamic values that guide students
toward achieving the goals of Islamic education, namely becoming human beings
who fulfill the duty of stewardship on Earth (Jasmine, 2014).

The concept of values education in Islam serves as the primary foundation for shaping the
character and morality of students, ensuring they are not only intellectually intelligent but
also possess noble character and are capable of fulfilling their social and spiritual roles in
accordance with Islamic guidance. Implications of Values Education in Islamic Education,
among others (Lola Afriani & Zainal Efendi Hasibuan, 2024):

1.  The Islamic education curriculum must explicitly incorporate Islamic values into
instructional materials.

2.  Teaching methods must align with the values of the Qur’an and Hadith and recognize
students’ potential for optimal development.

3. Value education evaluation must be conducted continuously, comprehensively, and
objectively to ensure effective internalization of values.

4.  Educators must serve as role models in applying Islamic values so that students can
emulate such virtuous behavior.

The goal of values education in Islam is to shape a complete human being (insan kamil)—
an individual who is balanced in spiritual, moral, intellectual, and social aspects, in
accordance with Islamic teachings. The Quran explains that: Allah, the Exalted and
Glorified, says:
Giall % 48 i ¥ Ll s
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There is no doubt in this Book (the Qur’an); it is a guide for those who fear God, Al-
Bagarah [2:2].

Types of Values in Islamic Education

The Principles of

: f The values of religious | | Moral values
ch?ng(eBIi“?ge; nAllah, observance (prayer, (Honesty, patience,
scriptures "and the fasting, almsgiving, trustworthiness,
prophets) ’ pilgrimage) humility)

Academic Values
Social Values (mutual (Love of learning,
aid, fairness, critical thinking,
compassion) appreciation for

knowledge)

The Relationship Between Morality and Values Education in Islamic Education

Morality and values education in Islamic education are closely intertwined and mutually
reinforcing in shaping students’ character to embody noble virtues. Islamic education
serves as the primary vehicle for instilling moral values derived from the Qur’an and
Hadith, enabling students to distinguish between right and wrong and to apply these values
in their daily lives (Yuliana et al., 2024). Morality in Islam constitutes a set of values and
norms that govern human behavior to align with religious teachings, encompassing the
relationship between humans and Allah (hablum minallah) and the relationship among
fellow humans (hablum minannas). This morality serves as the foundation for fostering a
character marked by honesty, justice, patience, and responsibility (Rahman, 2015).
Meanwhile, values education is a systematic learning process to instill and internalize these
moral values in students. Values education emphasizes not only cognitive aspects but also
the formation of attitudes and character through role modeling, habit formation, and a
supportive environment.

Thus, values education serves as a concrete means to manifest morality in students’ actual
behavior. Through Islamic religious education, moral values such as honesty,
trustworthiness, compassion, and respect are taught in an integrated manner within the
curriculum and learning activities. This fosters students’ ethics and character, ensuring
they are not only intellectually intelligent but also possess a strong personality and noble
moral character. Furthermore, Islamic education also serves as the moral foundation of
society, preserving and nurturing noble values that guide the lives of Muslims in facing the
challenges of globalization and modernization. Through relevant and adaptive learning
approaches, values education in Islam can strengthen individual morality while building a
civilized and harmonious society (Lola Afriani & Zainal Efendi Hasibuan, 2024).

| This concept implies that morality is the fruit of values education, while values education
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in Islam serves as the primary foundation for shaping moral behavior (noble character).
Both work in synergy to create high-quality Muslim individuals, spiritually, socially, and
intellectually. The Quran explains that: Allah Subhanahu wa Ta'ala says:

Indeed, you possess noble character. Al-Qalam [68]:4

These verses and hadiths demonstrate that the cultivation of moral character (akhlak) is a
core component of Islamic teachings, and achieving it requires a process of values
education.

CONCLUSION

From the discussion in this paper, it can be concluded that morality in Islamic education is
understood as akhlak, or individual behavior shaped by the values of Islamic teachings,
which encompass human relationships with Allah, fellow human beings, oneself, and the
environment. In this context, morality is not merely viewed as a set of norms, but as an
internal manifestation of faith reflected in concrete daily actions. Values education in Islam
is a process of internalizing Islamic values derived from the Qur’an and Sunnah, aimed at
shaping a complete Muslim individual (insan kamil) who possesses noble character and
bears responsibility for living a virtuous life both in this world and in the hereafter. This
process requires the integration of knowledge, understanding, and the consistent practice of
these values. The relationship between morality and values education is very close, with
values education serving as the primary foundation for the formation of morality. Morality
becomes the concrete manifestation of the success of the values education process as
implemented in daily life. Thus, these two concepts form the core of Islamic education,
which does not focus solely on cognitive aspects but also encompasses the affective
dimension attitudes—and the psychomotor dimension—behavior—thereby producing a
generation of Muslims who are not only intellectually intelligent but also excel in morality
and character.
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